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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———

PERMITTING USE OF ROTUNDA OF
CAPITOL FOR CEREMONY TO
AWARD CONGRESSIONAL GOLD
MEDAL TO DR. DOROTHY HEIGHT

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 357)
permitting the use of the rotunda of
the Capitol for a ceremony to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to Dr. Doro-
thy Height.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 357

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the rotunda of the
Capitol is authorized to be used on March 24,
2004, for a ceremony to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Dr. Dorothy Height.
Physical preparations for the ceremony shall
be carried out in accordance with such condi-
tions as the Architect of the Capitol may
prescribe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MicAa) and the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MicA).

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise this
afternoon in support of House Concur-
rent Resolution 357. This is a resolu-
tion authorizing again the use of the
rotunda for a ceremony which will be
conducted on March 24 honoring Dr.
Dorothy Height. Dorothy Height will
receive a great honor of the United
States Congress when she is awarded in
that ceremony the Congressional Gold
Medal.

Mr. Speaker, as we just authorized
the use of the rotunda for a different
ceremony, and that particular cere-
mony and the previous action for a me-
morial service, this is a service of cele-
bration and also of the life of a distin-
guished American, Dr. Dorothy Height.
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This is a service of celebration and
also of the life of the distinguished
American, Dr. Dorothy Height. On De-
cember 6, 2003, the resolution awarding
Dr. Dorothy Height the Congressional
Gold medal became public law. That is
the purpose for our requesting a cere-
mony in the Capitol rotunda; and, of
course, as | said before, we need per-
mission of the House and the other
body to conduct this ceremony.

| want to talk a little bit about Doro-
thy Height and tell a little bit about
her history. She is an outstanding
American and truly deserving of this
great honor.

Dorothy Height was born in Rich-
mond, Virginia, in 1912. At an early age
she moved with her family to Rankin,
Pennsylvania. While in high school,
Dorothy Height was awarded a scholar-
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ship to New York University where she
studied and earned a master’s degree.
At a very early age she established her-
self as a dedicated student with excep-
tional oratorical skills.

After graduating from New York Uni-
versity, Dr. Height began her career
working as a case worker with the New
York City Welfare Department. At the
age of 25, she began her journey as a
civil rights activist when she joined
the National Council of Negro Women.
In 1957, Dr. Height was named president
of the council, a position which she
held until 1977.

During the height of the civil rights
movement in the late 1960s, Dorothy
organized Weekdays in Mississippi,
which brought together black and
white women from the North and the
South to create a dialogue of mutual
understanding.

Throughout her life, Dr. Height
fought for equal rights for both African
Americans and also for women. And in
1944 she joined the national staff of the
Young Women’s Christian Association,
the YWCA. She remained active with
the organization until 1977. During her
tenure at the YWCA, she developed
leadership training and other programs
and other projects promoting racial
and religious tolerance and under-
standing.

Dr. Height has served our Nation in a
number of different capacities during
her distinguished career, including as a
consultant on African Affairs to the
Secretary of State, also as a member of
both the President’s Committee on
Employment of the Handicapped and
on the President’s Committee on the
Status of Women. Her tireless efforts
for equal rights have earned her the
praise and recognition of numerous or-
ganizations as well. She has received
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Freedom
From Want Award, and the NAACP
Springarn Medal and now the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. Dr. Height has also
been inducted into the National Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame.

Dr. Height’s work has helped count-
less women in America and around the
world participate in democratic reform
resulting in new opportunities for
themselves, for their families, and
their communities.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, if you ever had
a chance to hear or see Dorothy
Height, you had an opportunity to see
one of the most distinguished advo-
cates for women, an advocate for mi-
norities that has ever been in our coun-
try’s history.

If you have not seen Dr. Dorothy
Height, you missed the glow in her
eyes, you missed the sparkle in her
voice, you missed the strength of an in-
dividual who has gone beyond so many
barriers in her life, again, opening
doors and offering opportunities to
women, to minorities, and to all Amer-
icans.

I am a strong admirer of this lady
and what she has done. | know a former
Member of the House, Connie Morella,
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often talked about Dr. Height and her
accomplishments; and others will come
forward when we pass this resolution
to honor her accomplishments. So | am
absolutely delighted this afternoon to
be here to offer this resolution to au-
thorize the use of the Capitol rotunda
where we will present this distin-
guished medal to a great American, Dr.
Dorothy Height.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | again would like to as-
sociate myself with the remarks of the
distinguished gentleman from Florida
(Mr. Mica), who is eloqguent and note-
worthy in his praise. This has been a
historic afternoon in so many respects,
pausing to honor the works of Glenn
Brown in the historic writings as they
relate to this great Capitol facility,
pausing to reflect and remember and
reserve the great rotunda to partici-
pate in the Days of Remembrance with
regard to the Holocaust, and now to
step forward and pay homage and
honor a living legend.

I urge all Members to join all of us in
supporting the distinguished chair-
man’s motion. There can be no more
appropriate use of the Capitol rotunda
than for a ceremony to honor Dr. Doro-
thy Irene Height for a lifetime of
achievement of social equality and jus-
tice.

The author of the original legisla-
tion, our distinguished colleague, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON), could not be here today, but
deserves credit for having had the per-
sistency to make sure that not only
would Dr. Height receive the gold
medal, but also that we would, as this
Congress is required, reserve the ro-
tunda for this great ceremony.

It is important for me today to note
that Dr. Height is in my home State of
Connecticut at a book signing as |
speak. | am pleased that the appro-
priate ceremony will be approaching
next month.

Congress reserves its highest civilian
honor for men and women whose con-
tributions to American society exem-
plify the highest traditions and ideals
of public service. By every measure,
Dr. Dorothy Height’s lifelong commit-
ment to the principles of freedom,
equality, and social justice compels
this award.

Beginning during the administration
of Franklin Roosevelt and continuing
to the present day, Dorothy Height has
fought to promote human and civil
rights throughout our society. For dec-
ades she has worked tirelessly to pro-
mote the appointment of qualified
women to senior Federal positions. As
president of the National Council of
Negro Women since 1957, Dr. Height
has been an especially forceful advo-
cate for the advancement of African
Americans. In addition, and on a per-
sonal note, | would like to acknowledge
the work of Mrs. Mary A. Ballard, who
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leads the Hartford section of the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women in my
home district.

Mr. Speaker, as Congress recognized
last year, there is no doubt that Amer-
ica is a far better place thanks to the
labor and commitment of Dr. Dorothy
Height on behalf of not only those
among us who face the burdens of in-
justice but all of us. She deserves great
credit. The use of the Capitol rotunda
to award the gold medal to Dorothy
Height is not only fitting; it is required
and long overdue.

I urges all Members to join in sup-
porting the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, |
want to first of all commend the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WAT-
soN) for introducing this resolution,
and | want to thank the gentleman for
yielding me time.

Dr. Dorothy Height is a steadfast pio-
neer of women’s rights and racial jus-
tice for people of color. She has set an
example of what can be achieved
through commitment and group activ-
ism.

As the fourth elected president of the
National Council of Negro Women, Dr.
Height led a crusade for justice for
black women. To help strengthen the
black family, she conceived of and or-
ganized the Black Family Reunion
Celebration, which has been held here
in Washington since 1986, an activity in
which | have participated.

Under the leadership of Dr. Height,
the NCNW achieved tax exempt status;
raised funds on behalf of thousands of
women in support of erecting a statue
of Mary McLeod Bethune, NCNW’s
founder, in a Federal park; she devel-
oped several model programs to com-
bat teenage pregnancy and address
hunger in rural areas; and established
the Bethune Museum and Archives for
Black Women, the first institution de-
voted to black women’s history. She
was instrumental in the initiation of
NCNW-sponsored food, child care, hous-
ing and career educational programs.

No stranger to political activism, in
the 1960s Dr. Height called on the
NCNW to sponsor Wednesdays in Mis-
sissippi when interracial groups of
women would help out at Freedom
Schools and conduct voter registration
drives in the North and voter registra-
tion in the South. She worked with Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Roy Wil-
kins to prevent lynchings, desegregate
the Armed Forces, reform the criminal
justice system, and provide equal ac-
cess to public accommodations.

Dr. Dorothy Irene Height has a long
legacy as a leader in the struggle for
equality and human rights. She has
through her words and deeds proven
distinguished service to humanity and
her many contributions for equality,
social justice and human rights for all
people. She is commended for her ef-
forts. And even at this stage of her life,
every time | go to an event, an activ-
ity, she is generally there in her wheel
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chair. Someone is pushing her, bring-
ing her, but she is there.

I grew up as a great fan of Dr. Mary
MclLeod Bethune. And Dr. Height in-
herited the legacy. | also work with
two women who are very close to Dr.
Height, Ms. Rosie Bean and Ms.
Arnetta Wilson. I am sure that they
are both rejoicing to note that their
distinguished leader who is deserving
of such an honor is to be recognized.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, | have no further requests for
time, and | yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to again support this resolution that |
think is somewhat overdue to present
and conduct this ceremony for the
presentation of the gold medal for Dr.
Dorothy Height.

Dr. Dorothy Height, as | said, is a de-
lightful lady. She just celebrated, | am
told, her 91st birthday just some 2
weeks ago. She has an incredible career
that has spanned nearly this century,
and she has a public career that spans
over 65 years. She unquestionably has
been recognized as one of the pre-
eminent social and civil rights activist
of our time. In fact, Dorothy Height, |
am told, was the only female at the
table when Dr. Martin Luther King
planned the civil rights movement.

O 1500
She has all her life struggled for
equality, for social justice and for

human rights for all people.

Mr. Speaker, when young people need
role models, and certainly in the time
that we live in they need role models,
we have had two women so honored.
Soon Dorothy Height will receive this
honor. The other I remember is Rosa
Parks since | have been in Congress.
She was awarded a gold medal, and cer-
tainly Dorothy Height is in the same
category and deserving of recognition
of this honor by Congress.

So | think, whether it is Rosa Parks
who changed the course of history in
this country or someone who worked
tirelessly through their life and has an
incredibly distinguished career, as we
heard, promoting the rights of all indi-
viduals, women and minorities in our
society, that we take this time to
honor her in this ceremony in March. |
urge the passage of this resolution.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor one
of America’s great citizens—Dr. Dorothy
Height.

For more than six decades, Dorothy Height
has tirelessly fought for those who are less
fortunate, for those who have been denied ac-
cess to an education, and for those who have
been denied equal rights. Both through per-
sonal example and her commitment to social
equality, Dorothy Height has provided women
and minorities with hope to dream and the
tools to realize their potential.

During the civil rights movement, Dorothy
Height led the fight for inter-racial schooling,
and spearheaded African American voter reg-
istration drives. She worked closely with Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Roy Wilkins, Whitney
Young, A. Philip Randolph, and others as they
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developed plans for obtaining civil rights. It
should be noted that she was the only woman
allowed to be present in several high-powered
strategy sessions with those great leaders.

Dorothy Height was an advocate for wom-
en’s rights during a time when few African
American women were engaged in the femi-
nist movement. She fought tirelessly to imple-
ment her vision of full and equal employment,
fair pay, and access to education for all
women.

In addition to her work for equality in the
United States, Dr. Dorothy Height has been a
leader in the struggle for international human
rights. In 1975 she helped establish the sole
African-American private voluntary organiza-
tion working in Africa. She has improved the
quality of life for women in developing coun-
tries, and has worked to combat the AIDS cri-
sis in Africa.

A Congressional Medal of Honor is well de-
served, and one of many honors earned by
Dr. Dorothy Height over her long and distin-
guished career. | am very pleased to join my
colleagues in the House in marking this honor
for an individual who dedicated her life to the
struggle for social equality and justice.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
great sense of pride that | stand before this
chamber as we act on legislation that moves
us one step closer to awarding the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Dr. Dorothy Height.

Two months have passed since the bill be-
stowing this great honor upon Ms. Height
(H.R. 1821) was signed into public law. Now,
during the celebration of Black History, | can
think of no better time to put the proper proce-
dures in place for Dr. Height to receive her
award on March 24, 2004. | can also think of
no better place to bestow this award on Dr.
Height than in the Capitol rotunda’s Statuary
Hall—a place that memorializes the giants of
our country. | think Dr. Height is a giant in her
own right and apparently many people in our
country agree.

Who would have imagined some 90 years
ago that the daughter of James Edward
Height and Fannie (Borroughs) Height of Rich-
mond, Virginia would one day be receiving the
Nation’s highest civilian honor.

Born in 1912 in Richmond, Virginia, Dr.
Dorothy Irene Height distinguished herself at
an early age as a dedicated student with ex-
ceptional oratorical skills. As a young girl she
fearlessly and vehemently stood up to the rac-
ist and sexist climate of the times. At the age
of 25 she heeded the call of her mentor, Mary
McLeod Bethune, founder of the National
Council of Negro Women, and joined the
struggle for women’s full and equal employ-
ment and educational advancement. She has
and continues to dedicate her life to the strug-
gle for equality, social justice, and human
rights for all peoples.

Mr. Speaker, throughout her illustrious ca-
reer as a civil rights advocate, Dr. Height tire-
lessly worked to prevent lynching, encourage
voter registration, desegregate the armed
forces, reform the criminal justice system, and
create equal access to public accommoda-
tions.

And a long career it has been. In fact, her
public career spans 65 years. She was a val-
ued advisor to First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt
and encouraged Presidents Eisenhower and
Johnson to desegregate the Nation's public
schools and to appoint African American
women to sub-Cabinet positions. Since 1957,
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she has served as President of the National
Council of Negro Women, an umbrella organi-
zation for 250 local groups and 38 national or-
ganizations dedicated to economic develop-
ment and women'’s issues.

Mr. Speaker, the numerous awards and ac-
colades Dr. Height has received over the
years is a testimony to her invaluable contribu-
tions to the progress of this Nation. The
NAACP has awarded her The Spingarn
Award, its highest honor. She is also the
proud recipient of the John F. Kennedy Memo-
rial Award from the National Council of Jewish
Women; the Ministerial Interfaith Association
Award; the Lovejoy Award; and the Congres-
sional Black Caucus’'s Wiliam L. Dawson
Award for her decades of public service to
people of color and particularly women. How-
ever, Dr. Height is not one to rest on her lau-
rels. She continues to lead the fight against
social injustice and inequality. Her profound
love for our youth is unmatched. As a direct
link to the civil rights movement of the 1960s,
Dr. Height continues to inspire future genera-
tions of civil rights activists.

What is truly remarkable about this grand
dame is that at age 90 she does not plan on
slowing down. And although she spends much
of her time in a wheelchair, she continues to
stand up for equality and social justice.

Mr. Speaker, once again, | am proud to
stand before this body as we move ever clos-
er to bestowing upon Dr. Dorothy Height our
Nation’s highest civilian honor.

| want to thank my colleagues from the
House Administration Committee, Mr. LARSON
and Mr. Ny for setting the procedural stage
to allow this great ceremony to take place in
the Capitol rotunda. | especially thank my
friend, Diane Watson for sponsoring this legis-
lation as well as for sponsoring the original
legislation honoring Dr. Height that passed in
the House.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res.
357, authorizing the use of the capital rotunda
to award the congressional gold medal to Dr.
Dorothy Height, is offered today to sanction
the venue for the upcoming award of the
medal to Dr. Height on March 24, 2004.

| want to thank Congressman NEY, Chair-
man of the Committee on House Administra-
tion, and Congressman LARSON, Ranking
Member, for their cooperation and support in
bringing this bill to the floor in an expeditious
manner. | also want to thank Maria Robinson
and Catherine Tran, House Administration
Committee staff members, for their work.

Mr. Speaker, on December 6, 2003, Presi-
dent Bush signed into law P.L. 108-162,
which authorizes Congress to present a con-
gressional gold medal to Dr. Height in recogni-
tion of her many distinguished contributions to
the nation. The presentation of the congres-
sional medal to Dr. Height will appropriately
recognize her long and productive public ca-
reer and her superior service to our Nation.

Dr. Height's numerous accomplishments
span the history of the 20th Century. She is
currently President of the National Council of
Negro Women (NCNW), a position to which
she was appointed in 1957 upon the retire-
ment of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, one of the
most influential African-American women in
U.S. history. Under Dr. Height's leadership,
the National Council of Negro Women imple-
mented a number of new and innovative pro-
grams, including leadership training for Afri-
can-American women in the rural South; the
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Bethune Museum and Archives, devoted to Af-
rican-American women’s history; the Black
Family Reunion, a nationwide annual gath-
ering to celebrate not only the black family,
but all families; and Operation Woman Power,
a project to expand business ownership by
women and to provide funds for vocational
training.

In addition to her many accomplishments as
president of the NCNW, Dr. Height had a per-
sistent, active, and significant presence during
our Nation’s historic civil rights movement. As
a member of the so-called “big six” civil rights
leaders, which included A. Philip Randolph,
Martin Luther King, and Roy Wilkins, Dr.
Height was the only female who participated in
the major planning of one of the most impor-
tant movements in U.S. history. She has been
an advisor to presidents, and remains and ac-
tive and respected advocate for human rights
around the globe.

Dr. Height is the recipient of numerous
awards over her long and active life, including
the Citizens Medal Award, presented by Presi-
dent Reagan, and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, awarded by President Clinton.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Con. Res. 357 so that Congress can
appropriately honor a woman who has done
and given so much to better our Nation.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a great honor to rise
before this body as a strong supporter of the
H. Con. Res. 357.

| first want to thank my distinguished col-
league, Ms. WATSON for her diligent work on
this resolution. And | also wish her a speedy
recovery.

Mr. Speaker, it is because of people like
Dorothy Height that we can all enjoy the free-
dom that America bestows upon her people.
Ms. Height is a pioneer and trail-blazer. Like
other pioneers, both celebrated and unknown,
she has opened the doors of opportunity to all,
making America the free country it is today.

From the very beginning, Dorothy Height
was a crusader. During the depths of the
Great Depression she managed to do some-
thing very few of her contemporaries were
able to accomplish.

She knew that education was a key to mak-
ing one’s way in the world and the way to en-
lighten the path for others. She graduated
from New York University with a bachelors
and a master’'s degree in Education in 1933.

Immediately afterward, she launched a ca-
reer in civil rights. She has remained on the
battlefield for six decades. Her first venue for
advocating the rights of others was the Young
Women’s Christian Association (YWCA). Here
she led an advocacy movement aimed at im-
proving conditions for black domestic workers.

Within the YWCA, she worked to integrate
an organization that still had separate facilities
for blacks and whites. Because of her deter-
mined and dogged efforts, women of all racial
backgrounds could use the same facilities with
the same privileges.

Her leadership at the national level resulted
in the YWCA adopting an interracial charter in
1946 that called on the organization and its
members to stand against racial injustice in
the United States.

After her work with the YWCA, Ms. Height
became president of the National Council of
Negro Women. She steered the organization
through the civil rights struggle of the 1960's.

She helped organize voter registration in the
South, at a time when it was dangerous and
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nearly impossible to be an African-American
voter below the Mason-Dixon line.

Ms. Height also organized voter education
programs and scholarship programs for stu-
dent civil rights workers.

In 1970 Dorothy Height expanded the goals
of the NCNW to encompass vocational train-
ing and assist women in opening businesses,
forms of education that were not readily avail-
able to women at the time.

Since then, Dorothy Height has served as a
social services expert on local, state, and fed-
eral governmental committees concerned with
women'’s issues. She has also led numerous
campaigns for the war on drugs, encouraging
youngsters to take advantage of education
and vocational training.

Mr. Speaker, in 1996, the United States
Government recognized Dorothy Height's
achievements with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom.

| am pleased, Mr. Speaker, to join my
friend, the gentlewoman from California, Ms.
WATSON, in support of this most appropriate
use of the rotunda of the Capitol of the United
States.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to support this legislation that hon-
ors and salutes a giant and to acknowledge
my good friend the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATSON) for her leadership and in-
sight on an effort long overdue.

We have all truly been blessed with Dr.
Dorothy Irene Height, born on March 24, 1912
in Richmond, Virginia and raised in Rankin,
Pennsylvania. Many of us have had the fortu-
nate opportunity to study Dr. Height's personal
and professional history and her numerous
contributions-which are extensive, as she has
given the greater part of her life to the service
of others. Therefore, some might describe her
as an activist for social justice and civil rights,
a servant of the people, one who has served
a number of Presidents, a humanitarian, an
American hero, and a patriot, to name a few.
The above-mentioned titles are merely words
but are given color and meaning when one ac-
tually meets the acquaintance of Dr. Dorothy
Height. Her charm, energy, insight, intellect,
wisdom, and her compassion easily captivate
others. | am honored to have had the oppor-
tunity, among others, to share in her vision. It
is wonderful to know that she can speak elo-
quently about Mary McLeod Bethune, that she
can speak to the concept of ownership for Af-
rican American people, having led the effort to
erect the first African American-owned building
on Pennsylvania Avenue just two blocks away
from the White House. She believes in wom-
en’s rights and the economic empowerment of
minorities and is a strong, passionate activist
for these causes.

Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to be here
today because our words are simply that, sim-
ple words, mere words. But if our presence on
the floor today commemorates the honor that
is being given to Dr. Dorothy Height under the
leadership of the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. WATSON), | urge my colleagues to join us
in acting to honor and salute this great leader.
Dr. Height, we love you.

Dorothy Height's lifetime of achievement
measures the liberation of Black America, the
advance of women’s rights, and a determined
effort to lift the poor and the powerless into
the Halls of Power and influence in our Nation.
She began her career as a staff member of
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the YWCA in New York City, becoming direc-
tor of the Center for Racial Justice. She be-
came a volunteer with the National Council of
Negro Women (NCNW), where she worked
with its founder, Mary McLeod Bethune.

When Bethune died, Height became presi-
dent, a position she continues to hold. NCNW,
an organization of national organizations and
community sections with outreach to four mil-
lion women, develops model national and
international community-based programs, sent
scores of women to help in the Freedom
Schools of the civil rights movement, and
spearheaded voter registration drives. Height's
collaborative leadership style brings together
people of different cultures for mutual benefit.

Because of Dorothy Height's commitment to
the “Black family,” she has hosted the Black
Family Reunion Celebration since 1986, in
which almost 10 million have participated. As
stated above, Dr. Height was born in Rich-
mond, Virginia, and moved with her parents to
Ranklin, Pennsylvania at an early age. Winner
of a scholarship for her exceptional oratorical
skills, she entered New York University where
she earned the Bachelor and Master degrees
in 4 years.

While working as a caseworker for the wel-
fare department in New York, Dr. Height
joined the NCNW in 1937 and her career as
a pioneer in civil rights activities began to un-
fold. She served on the national staff of the
YWCA of USA from 1944 to 1977 where she
was active in developing its leadership training
and interracial and ecumenical education pro-
grams. In 1965 she inaugurated the Center for
Racial Justice which is still a major initiative of
the National YWCA. She served as the 10th
national president of the Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., from 1946 to 1957 before be-
coming president of the NCNW in 1958.

Working closely with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Roy Wilkins, Whitney Young, A. Philip
Randolph and others, Dr. Height participated
in virtually all major civil and human rights
events in the 1950’s and 1960's. For her tire-
less efforts on behalf of the less fortunate,
President Ronald Reagan presented her the
Citizens Medal Award for distinguished service
to the country in 1989.

Dr. Height is known for her extensive inter-
national and developmental education work.
She initiated the sole African American private
voluntary organization working in Africa in
1975, building on the success of NCNW's as-
signments in Asia, Africa, Europe, and South
America.

In three decades of national leadership, she
has served on major policy-making bodies af-
fecting women, social welfare, economic de-
velopment, and civil and human rights, and
has received numerous appointments and
awards. As president of NCNW, Dorothy Irene
Height has an outstanding record of accom-
plishments. As a self-help advocate, she has
been instrumental in the initiation of NCNW
sponsored food, child care, housing and ca-
reer educational programs that embody the
principles of self-reliance. As a promotor of
Black family life she conceived and organized
the Black Family Reunion Celebration in 1986
to reinforce the historic strengths and tradi-
tional values of the African American Family.
Now in its ninth year, this multi-city cultural
event has attracted some 11.5 million people.

Dr. Height's lifetime of achievement meas-
ures the liberation of Black America, the bril-
liant advance of women'’s rights, and the most
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determined effort to lift up the poor and the
powerless. Still fighting, pushing, and advo-
cating, Dr. Dorothy Height—mother, wife,
grandmother, great-grandmother, doctor, civil/
human rights activist, and freedom fighter con-
tinues unrelentingly to serve our country in the
health and most meaningfully—the civil arena
at the age of 91.

Dr. Height is a commendable and formi-
dable woman. She has whole-heartedly de-
voted her life to public service, struggling for
social justice, the eradication and education of
HIV/AIDS, unprivileged children, equal rights,
voting rights, women'’s rights, and education
opportunities for all citizens irrespective of
color, ethnicity, gender, disability, sexuality
and other markers of difference.

She as the leading lady in the civil rights
movement, sitting as the only female on the
planning table with Whitney Young, Dr. Martin
Luther King, James Farmer, A. Phillip Ran-
dolph, and Roy Wilkins. She has been and
continues to be emulated internationally.
Needless to say, Dr. Height is a jewel in the
African American community and an influential
and exemplary leader in the country.

Many examples of her work stand out in our
minds. To give just one—under her leadership
of the National Negro Women’s Council, she
introduced and implemented many initiatives
and programs geared towards the betterment
of the Afro-American community, the advance-
ment of minority women in all sectors of soci-
ety, most notably, in business and non-tradi-
tional careers. Serving in all capacities imag-
inable, she has served distinguishably.

Dream giver and earth shaker, Dr. Dorothy
Height has followed and expanded on the
original purpose of the National Council of
Negro Women, giving new meaning, hew
courage and pride to women, youth and fami-
lies everywhere. While most individuals re-
solve to retirement at her current age, Dr.
Dorothy Height continues to extend and com-
mit herself beyond measures; she has done
so not for recognition or national esteem, but
as a labor of love. For the above-mentioned
reasons, it is our rightful duty to honor her in
recognition of her many priceless contributions
to the civil growth of this nation and the beau-
tiful legacy she will leave by awarding her a
congressional gold medal.

For the above reasons, Mr. Speaker, | sup-
port H. Con. Res. 357.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COLE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MicaA) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 357.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Con. Res. 357.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?
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There was no objection.

——————

AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF PROC-
LAMATION COMMEMORATING
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRTH
OF CONSTANTINO BRUMIDI

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 264)
authorizing and requesting the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation to com-
memorate the 200th anniversary of the
birth of Constantino Brumidi.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CON. RES. 264

Whereas Constantino Brumidi, born in
Rome, Italy, on July 26, 1805, landed at New
York Harbor on September 18, 1852, as a po-
litical exile, making his flight from Italy to
the United States because of his love for lib-
erty;

Whereas Constantino Brumidi’s love for his
adopted country led him to seek citizenship
2 years after his arrival;

Whereas in 1855, Constantino Brumidi
began his artistic work in the Capitol, and
spent more than 25 years of his life painting,
decorating, and beautifying the corridors,
committee rooms, and Rotunda of the Cap-
itol;

Whereas Constantino Brumidi created
many magnificent paintings and decorations,
depicting the history, inventions, values, and
ideals of the United States, thus enhancing
the dignity and beauty of the Capitol and in-
spiring millions of visitors;

Whereas in 1865 Constantino Brumidi
painted, in just 11 months, his masterpiece
“The Apotheosis of Washington” in the can-
opy of the eye of the Capitol dome;

Whereas in 1871, Constantino Brumidi cre-
ated the first tribute to an African-American
in the Capitol when he placed the figure of
Crispus Attucks at the center of his painting
of the Boston Massacre;

Whereas in 1877, at the age of 72,
Constantino Brumidi began his last work,
the fresco frieze encircling the top of the Ro-
tunda, and 3 years later fell from a slipped
scaffolding and was never able to return to
work;

Whereas Constantino Brumidi died as a re-
sult of this experience 3 months later in Feb-
ruary 1880;

Whereas Constantino Brumidi has been
called ‘“‘the Michelangelo of the Capitol’’ by
historians; and

Whereas the year 2005 marks the 200th an-
niversary of the birth of Constantino
Brumidi, as well as the 150th anniversary of
the beginning of his artistic career in the
Capitol and the 125th anniversary of his
death: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the President is au-
thorized and requested to issue a proclama-
tion commemorating the 200th anniversary
of the birth of Constantino Brumidi and call-
ing upon the people of the United States,
State and local governments, and interested
organizations to commemorate this anniver-
sary with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MicA) and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAvVIS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MicA).

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

| am pleased to offer a resolution, the
fourth measure today. This bill passed
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